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ABSTRACT

fhis research addresses the significance of the
production and consumption of Mao badges in understanding
the nuances of nationalist ideology in the People’s Republic
of China. Premised on the notion that a dialectical
relationship exists between centralized propaganda and
popular consumption, this research addresses the scope of
propaganda strategies and the people’s ability to mediate
national and global forces through symbolic consumption.
This research attends to examining the integrity of
indigenous concepts and practices in the face of massive
culture change. The research addresses Mao consumption in
both a historical and contemporary context. The historical
breadth will allow consideration of continuities and changes
in state-inspired propaganda tactics and the public
management of politically centralized agendas. ‘In this way,
the research will provide a more comprehensive basis from
which to debate China’s “drive” toward modérnization in the

1990s in the post-Mao (post-Deng?) era.
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