
Anth 215

Early Transitional Humans
Homo rudolfensislHomo habilis

early members of genus Homo
East Africa

Homo rudoljensis 2.4·1.9 mya

Homo habilis 1.9 -1.6 mya

Olduvai Gorge (OH7), Mary & Louis Leakey 1964, Homo habilis
East Lake Turkana (Koobi Fora) (ER 1470, 1590), Homo rudolfensis
Orno, Ethiopia

Sterfontein (STW 53)
Swartkcans (Sk80/846/847)

M. Pietrusewsley

brain size 500 - 800 ce. (650 cc)
speech centers
small molars and premolars
postcranial skeleton

Behavior
Stone tool technology
Gona River, Ethiopia-2.S mya
Olduvai Gorge

Oldowan Tradition: stone choppers/flakes

Osteodontokeratic Tradition CR. Dart)
Hunting/Savaging
Home base
rime table
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Bipedalism
Owen Lovejoy; Shipman
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Austrafodithecus robustus

Austraropithecus boisei
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EaNy Homo
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Australopithecus aet~iopiCUS •

Australopithecusl garhi III
ustralopithecus arricanus

Australbpithecus afarensIs

Ausrralopithecus
anamensis

Ardipithecus II
ramidus III

10-27 Plio-pleistocene hominid time line
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Phylogenies of Hominid Evolution

A • afarensis Homo. ?

Note: Major split occurs before A. afarensis.
Possible muiliple lineages in Plio-Pleistocene.

A. robus(us

A. boisei

A. africanus
A, afarensis

H. sapiens

"-H, er(ctus

H. h'iw;/is

PHYLOGENY C
A. alricanus common ancestor theory
(after Skelton et aI., 19B6)

Note: Major split occurs after A africanus.
Therefore, A afrieanus is seen as still in our
lineage as well as that of more derived
auslralopilhecines.

H, eree/us

H. sapiens

'H. habilis

PHYLOGENY 8
Multiple lineage early divergence
(after Senul and Tardieu, 1985)

A. africanus
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PHYLOGENY A
A afarensis common ancestor lheory
(atter Johanson and While, 1979)

\
H. sapiens

\
H. erectus X

\ A. rob{Srus

H. haN/is /\--'A africanus

A. • afarensis

Note: Afarensis postulated as common
ancestor 10 all Plio-Pleistocene hominids
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A rObl-{stus
A. boisei\

H. erectus

\
Early Homo

A. am~~;~ .y- ~. a.ethlOplcUS ,I,

A. alarensisWA. • anamensis

'V'ArdiPit~ecus ramidus

• For genus designation, the ~A" in all phylogenies refers to Australopithecus.

PHYLOGENYE.
Ardipilhecus as probable root species lor later hominids (and also incorporaling other

. recent modilications) (after Skelton and McHenry, 1992; Wolpofl. 1995)

A. boisei

A robustus

A aethiopicus

H. erectu5

\
H. habib's

\
A afripanus

A afarensis

PHYLOGENY 0
Early robusl lineage
(aher Delson. 1986, 1987; Grine, 1993)

H. sapiens
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