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The proof of the theory of e:yolution can be stlltcd i1S J observariOll:l and 2 deductioas:

Fact l. There is a natur.11 tendency for organi.5;ms llJ increase in number gcometrically. Prefacing this:
rcprodul;tion must occur (must reproduce).
Fiil::12. Dcspite this tendency to geometrically incre35c, the number of a. given species remains constant
Deduction l. In order to exist, there is competition for survival through reproduction 1Uld greater fertility.
NSlI'Uggie fDr emtenceN

Fact J. In.dividual members of a. population. vary in the charactcl'$ they possess.
Deduction 2, Sinc_~ Iherc is a sm.tggle for c,'l:istencc and since individuals are QOl all alike, some variation will
be advantagC1Jus while other kinds of variation ilCl: unfavorable in thll struggle. In other words, certain
individuals, because of the traits they possess, are more succwful in reproducing and surviving,

adaptations
all. adaptaJion; any characteristic; thal ~Ie""s an. orgao.ism tQ live and reproduce in aD envirol11llent ....here it probably
could not otherwise exist.

De.!inicion: "Naruru selce:tion is a mechanism fer evolutionary change r"voting the survival and reproduction ofsome
orgi'll\.Urns over othef5 bel:i1WC of their biologil:al char.u;teristics·.
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Evidco.ce of Evolution
I. foa.sil record of ctlange in earlier spce:i~
2. l:hcmic;Jl.1 and structural similariti~ or reWed life Corms
J. re<:orded genetic changes in living organisms over =y generations
4. geagl'3phic distribution of related speciQ

Punctuated EquilIbrium
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